Exotic Plants

Don’t Let Them Ride With You!
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Yellowstone National Park

Noxious weeds are spreading at an alarming rate in Yellowstone National Park, where approximately 200
nonnative plant species have been identified. Those that present the most serious threat to the park include
aggressive invaders such as spotted knapweed, oxeye daisy, yellow and dalmatian toadflax, St. Johnswort, and

leafy spurge.

Invading, nonnative plants spread quickly, often displacing native species and disrupting local plant and animal
communities. Many of these plants are not edible to native wildlife such as elk, bison, bighorn sheep, mule
deer, and pronghorn antelope, and they can suffer a loss of feed. In some areas, rare plants could be lost.

Help Protect
Your Park

¢ Take the time to wash your vehicle,
trailer, and equipment before leaving
home.

e Remove all loose hay, straw, and
other plant products from beds of
pickup trucks and interiors of open
stock trailers prior to transport.

* Remove weed seeds from stock by
brushing them thoroughly and clean-
ing their hooves prior to transport.

¢ Use only certified weed-free hay.

e Securely wrap all hay, straw, and
plant products transported through
the park.

* Please report any weed infestations
you notice to park personnel.

Thank you for your cooperation!

It’s the Law
36 CFR Sec. 1.5 (a)(2)

Introducing wildlife, fish, or plants, including
reproductive bodies, into the park area/
ecosystem is prohibited.

Transporting or hauling plant products, plant
by-products, and plant waste products into
or through the park is prohibited, except that
securely wrapped State certified weed-free
hay or hay pellets, hay cubes, or grain may be
transported or used when permitted by the
Superintendent. Securely wrapped or covered
uncertified hay may be transported on the park
portion of US Highway 191 (mile 11-31).

Oxeye daisy.
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A herd of bison feeds on native vegetation in Hayden Valley.

Distribution

Spotted knapweed.

Prevention and
Control

Nonnative plants are spread by contaminated hay,
dirty vehicles, and construction equipment. They
can easily become established in disturbed habitats
such as roadsides and trails. Predictably, most non-
native plant infestations in the park begin along
roadsides and in developed areas.

Vehicles, trailers, and equipment used or stored in
areas infested with weeds can trap noxious plant
seeds between tire treads, behind license plates, or
in any crack or crevice. These seeds may remain

in place for long periods of time before becoming
dislodged. Once construction alters a native vegeta-
tion community, traffic and maintenance activities
promote weed invasion. If not detected early, weeds
can become established and spread into undisturbed
backcountry areas.

Hay and straw harvested from weed-infested areas
can introduce weed seeds wherever they are trans-
ported. Seeds can also pass through an animal’s
digestive system and be deposited miles from the
trailhead.

The National Park Service uses an integrated man-
agement approach to control nonnative vegeta-

tion and prevent introduction of new species. This
program combines education with applied control
methods such as hand-pulling, mowing, and the
application of approved herbicides. These efforts are
part of a cooperative, multi-agency strategy to
control weeds.

Locations in Yellowstone where spotted knapweed has been
treated in recent years.

For more
information

http://www.idahoag.us/Categories/PlantsInsects/Noxious Weeds/nwffs.php

http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/wenatchee/recreation/horse/weed-free-feed.shtml

http://seedcertification.nmsu.edu/documents/wffstandards.pdf

http://agr.mt.gov/weedpest/nwsft.asp
http://www.nawma.org/WeedFree.html
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